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European Union trumpets unity as 
Ireland rejects Russian war games

BRUSSELS: European Union 
foreign ministers sought Mon-
day to show a fresh display of 
resolve in support of Ukraine, 
as Ireland warned that new 
Russian war games off its coast 
are not welcome given tensions 
over whether President Vlad-
imir Putin intends to attack 
Ukraine.

All members of the Euro-
pean Union are united. We are 
showing unprecedented unity 
about the situation in Ukraine, 
with the strong coordination 
with the US, EU foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell told report-
ers in Brussels.

Asked whether the EU 
would follow a US move and 
order the families of European 
embassy personnel in Ukraine 
to leave, Borrell said: We are 
not going to do the same thing. 
He said he is keen to hear from 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken about that decision.

Britain on Monday also 
announced it is withdrawing 
some diplomats and depen-

dants from its embassy in 
Kyiv. The Foreign Office said 
the move was in response 
to the growing threat from  
Russia.

Arriving at the EU meet-
ing in Brussels, Irish Foreign 
Minister Simon Coveney said 
he would inform his counter-
parts that Russia plans to holds 
war games 240 km (150 miles) 

off Ireland's southwest coast, 
in international waters but also 
within the country's exclusive 
economic zone.

We don't have a power to 
prevent this happening but cer-
tainly I've made it clear to the 
Russian ambassador in Ireland 
that it's not welcome, Coveney 
said. 

This isn't a time to increase 

military activity and tension in 
the context of what's happening 
with and in Ukraine.

The fact that they are choos-
ing to do it on the western bor-
ders, if you like, of the EU, off 
the Irish coast, is something 
that in our view is simply not 
welcome and not wanted right 
now, particularly in the coming 
weeks. he added.

During Monday's meeting, 
which Blinken will attend vir-
tually, the ministers will restate 
Europe's condemnation of the 
Russian military build-up near 
Ukraine, involving an esti-
mated 100,000 troops, tanks, 
artillery and heavy equipment, 
diplomats and officials said 
ahead of the meeting.

Meanwhile, Russia’s Foreign 
Ministry on Sunday rejected a 
British claim that the Kremlin 
is seeking to replace Ukraine’s 
government with a pro-Mos-
cow administration, and that 
former Ukrainian lawmaker 
Yevheniy Murayev is a poten-
tial candidate. � AGENCIES

NATO outlines 
'deterrence' 

plan as 
tensions with 
Russia soar

BRUSSELS: Tensions soared 
Monday between Russia and 
the West, with NATO outlin-
ing a series of potential troop 
and ship deployments and 
Ireland warning that upcom-
ing Russian war games off its 
coast would not be welcome 
while concerns abound that 
Moscow is planning to invade  
Ukraine.

The Western alliance's 
statement summed up moves 
already announced by indi-
vidual member countries 
but restating them under 
the NATO banner appeared 
aimed at showing the  
alliance's resolve. � AGENCIES

Russia rejects UK claim of trying to replace Ukraine leader

An instructor trains members of Ukraine's Territorial Defense Forces, 
volunteer military units of the Armed Forces, in a city park in Kyiv, 
Ukraine � PTI

China sends 
39 warplanes 

toward 
Taiwan, largest 

in new year
TAIPEI: China flew 39 war-
planes toward Taiwan in its 
largest such sortie of the new 
year, continuing a pattern 
that the island has answered 
by scrambling its own jets in 
response.

The formation Sunday night 
included 24 J-16 fighter jets 
and 10 J-10 jets, among other 
support aircraft and electronic 
warfare aircraft, according to 
Taiwan's defense ministry.

Taiwan's air force scram-
bled its own jets and tracked 
the People's Liberation Army 
planes on its air defense radar 
systems, the defense minis-
try said.

Chinese pilots have been 
flying towards Taiwan on a 
near-daily basis in the past year 
and a half, since Taiwan's gov-
ernment started publishing the 
data regularly. The largest sor-
tie was 56 warplanes on a single 
day last October. The activity 
has generally been in the air 
space southwest of Taiwan and 
falls into what Taiwan's military 
calls the air defense identifica-
tion zone. � AGENCIES

UK to scrap Covid tests 
for vaccinated travellers
LONDON: Fully vaccinated 
travellers entering England 
will soon be exempt from any 
Covid test requirements, Brit-
ish Prime Minister Boris John-
son revealed on Monday.

Speaking to reporters dur-
ing a visit to a hospital in Mil-
ton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, 
Johnson said the daily Omi-
cron variant data is getting 
better and it was time for the 
country to be more open for 
travellers. Over the weekend, 
the UK recorded 74,799 cases 
and 75 COVID deaths.

Although we have to be 

cautious, we are now moving 
through the Omicron wave, 
and you can see the figures are 
starting to get better, Johnson 
said.

So what we're doing on 
travel, to show that this country 
is open for business, open for 
travellers, you will see changes 
so that people arriving no lon-
ger have to take tests if they 
have been vaccinated, if they 
have been double vaccinated," 
he said.

Fully vaccinated travellers 
currently need to do a lateral 
flow or PCR test within two 
days of arriving in England 
after a pre-arrival test require-
ment was done away with ear-
lier this week. The devolved 
regions of Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland usually adopt 
similar rules on travel.

UK Transport Secretary 
Grant Shapps is expected 
to make a statement in the 
House of Commons outlin-
ing the COVID travel update, 
when the exact time-frame for 
the rule changes is likely to be 
confirmed.

The move will be wel-
comed by the travel and tour-
ism industry, one of the sectors 
most badly affected world-
wide by Coronavirus lock-
down measures. There had 
been widespread calls for the 
government to abandon the 
burden of tests for those who 
have had at least two doses of 
a COVID vaccine. � AGENCIES


